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dealofinterest

Districtresidents could

be forgiven for thinking

they werebeing invaded by
aliens pilotingan unidentified

flying object on

Monday morningas a giant
cigar shaped object
hovered precariouslyabove
the mainstreet

As many shopkeepers

and residents cast their

eyes skyward it became
evident that the UFO was
in fact an airship.

The airship, which has
been providinghundreds of
passengers with sightseeing

trips over Sydney in

recent months,was witnessed
as it made its way

northward on what is

believed to be a promotional
tour along the east

coast

The airship, a "Skyship

600," is one of two in

AirshipsPacificin a joint

venturebetween Ansettand
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Bond AirshipIndustries.

The Skyship600 is a
large craft, being a nonrigid,

twin engined airship

withducted propellors.

Liftfor the airship is

provided by its cigar

shaped envelope made of
single-ply polyesterfabric

and filled withhelium,with
a total volume of 6,666
cubic metres.

The Skyship 600

measuressome 193 feet or
59 metresin length and
stands almost 67 feet or 20

metreshigh.
The gondola suspended

below the airship provides
seating for two pilotsplus
eight passengers.

The Skyship600 cannot
land or take off withouta
ground crew to guide the

airship to its mooringposts
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and the Skyship viewed
over town on Monday

needs a ground crew of at
least 14 people.

Evenwiththese apparent

draw backs, the passengers
on board on Monday appeared

to be having the

time of their lives as they

waved to the many curious

spectators on the ground
below.


